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Hornet Swim Club (HOSC) New Parent Meeting
Website: www.hornetswimclub.org. – Source of all important information - meet info, Parent Handbook, Calendar (shows schedule from now until March, 2009).  Look for frequent updates
Much of what we are covering tonight is written out in detail in the Parent Handbook, available online at our website.
Swim A Thon – presented by Cheryl Schumacher
When:   Friday October 3rd   What:  A fundraiser for HOSC.
How it works:  

Meets

         
A. Swim Your Age ISI - Sunday October 26th  All Hornets 14 under are eligible to participate. 

It’s a good way to introduce new swimmers to a large meet

B. What to pack for a meet
· While most meets provide concessions it is a good idea to pack snacks, water, Propel or Gatorade.            

· Playing cards, electronic games are a good way to pass the time between events.  Bring 2  towels.

C. ISI Meets
· What are these?  Who swims in these? What is Positive Check In? 

· What is a Meet Packet? How long do they last?
· Sign up and deadlines, Relays,(always check with your coach re: relays) 
· Preliminaries and Finals (like Westmont)
D. Dual Meets

· Swimming against one other team
· How to sign up

· Why a swimmer, sometimes, only swims one event

· Relays

· Timing for parents
· They run about 3 hours


E.  Conference  
                         What is it and who swims in it?
Escrow – presented by Sarah Stukas
Practices

· Check Website and watch for emails as practice times are subject to change.  During inclement weather pay special attention because if the high school cancels activities, swim practice will also be cancelled.
· Parents are not allowed on deck during practice.
Communication

· Primary communication is via email and updates to website.
· Coaches:  talk to coaches via email, by phone or before or after practice-(not during)
· Board members:  parents are welcome to attend monthly meeting the second Wednesday of each month
Team Apparel presented by Mary Dietrich
A. Team Suits  

· They are not required but strongly encouraged to promote team spirit and present unified appearance. Available at Kiefer’s (Westmont) and parents need to go this week to get in the fall order.
B. Team Swim Caps
· These are not required but are encouraged.  They help timers identify swimmers and make it easier for you to pick out your swimmer at the meet and in photos.
· If you signed up at registration for a cap, you will be contacted via email to confirm your order for accuracy in the next week or so.  

C. Team Apparel

· The club sells some items like HOSC towels ($20), knit beanies ($10 or $13 styles), pens/highlighters ($1).  We have these items in stock and they make great holiday gifts.

· Team sweatshirts, t-shirts and flannel pants are available via order at Kiefer’s.  They will be placing an order this week.  In addition to these special orders, Kiefer’s will keep some HOSC apparel in stock.

· Parkas:  The team does not handle the ordering of parkas.  Kiefer’s does sell them and the deadline to order in time for Christmas, with personalization, is around October 1.  You should contact Kiefer’s or another sports store soon if you want it by the holidays.

Parent Responsibilities
· Outlined in the Parent Handbook.

· Timing: Presented by Bob Gurke.   If your child is swimming in a meet (home or away), expect to time at least one session.

· *If everyone does their part then we can divide timer obligations into smaller shifts.*
· Home Meets: If your child is swimming, you must volunteer at the meet.  Examples of volunteer opportunities are: concessions, admissions, timing, hospitality, awards, set up, clean up.  Our big ISI meets are Swim Your Age (Oct) and Bee My Valentine (Feb)
· Read the Meet Packet:  It is your responsibility to know the rules for any meet in which your child swims.
www.usaswimming.org      and      www.ilswim.org
